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Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Statement

This policy has been developed and reviewed in line with the Equality Act (2010) which recognised the following categories of individual as protected characteristics: 

Age, Gender Reassignment, Marriage and Civil Partnership, Pregnancy and Maternity, Race, Religion and Belief, Sex (gender), Sexual Orientation and Disability. 

This document will be continuously monitored to ensure that it allows equal access and does not discriminate against any individual or groups of people.


Definition:

RSE is about the emotional, social and cultural development of students, and involves learning about relationships, sexual health, sexuality, healthy lifestyles, diversity and personal identify.  RSE involves a combination of sharing information and exploring issues and values.  RSE is not about the promotion of sexual activity.

Purpose

This policy sets out the approach That Huntingdon House School takes to developing students’ knowledge and understanding of relationships and sex education.  
We want to ensure that our SEN students understand the wide range of relationships between people in families, life-partnerships and within the communities of which they are a part.  It is important that students feel free to develop relationships with others that are honest, respectful and fulfilling.  They should feel free to choose life-partnerships that are mutually rewarding and that they are able to identify the difference between healthy relationships (trust, care and affection) and unhealthy relationships (dominance, exploitation and control).   
We also want our students to develop an understanding of sex within a relationship and to be able to make informed decisions about when, where and how to engage in considerate sex which is satisfying for all parties involved and which scaffolds positive relationships and makes them stronger.


Aims:

1.  To develop a strong sense of personal identify, intimacy and affection:

· To help students to make informed choices about the relationships they build and the sexual activities they share.
· To give students the confidence to say ‘N0!’ to relationships that are not safe and rewarding and to sex that is physically and/or emotionally coercive.
· To encourage students to better manage their own relationships and consensual sexual activities, with an understanding of cause and consequence.
· To help students to develop heathy relationships and a proud sense of sexual identify without fear, embarrassment or prejudice.  

2. To provide a broad and balanced curriculum through which students can learn about and better understand the diversity of sex and relationships in society:

· Provide a context in which sensitive discussions can take place
· Prepare students for puberty, and give them an understanding of sexual development and the importance of health and hygiene
· Help students develop feelings of self-respect, confidence and empathy
· Create a positive culture around issues of sexuality and relationships
· Teach students the correct vocabulary to describe themselves and their bodies







Legislation and guidance:

As an independent, special school, we must provide SRE to all students under Section 34 and 35 of the Children and Social Work Act, 2017, In teaching SRE we are required to have regard to guidance issued by the Secretary of State, as outlined in Section 403 of the Education Act, 1996 and the Education Act 2002. We also have regard to legal duties set out in:
· Sections 406 and 407 of the Education Act 1996
· Part 6, Chapter 1 of the Equality Act, 2010 (amended 2024)
· The Public Sector Equality Duty (as set out in Section 149of the Equality Act 2010).  This duty requires public bodies to have due regard to the need to eliminate discrimination, advance equality of opportunity and foster good relations between different people when carrying out their duties

And with reference to Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education 2019.

Parental Involvement:

Whilst SRE is now compulsory on the school curriculum, we will attempt to keep parents/carers fully informed of the SRE programmes we teach and will welcome parental involvement in curriculum design to better meet the needs and interests of students with a range of special educational needs.  

When appropriate we will seek parental consent before engaging their child in learning experiences that may be confusing and/or frightening for children who may lack effective communication skills, social skills and empathy.  We will always consult with parents about when they believe their child is emotionally mature enough to begin to engage successfully in SRE lessons, and will always respond to a parent’s request for their child to receive specific SRE support following damaging experiences and incidents in their lives. 

Parents have the right to withdraw their children from the components of sex education up to and until three terms before the child turns 16 yrs.  After this point, if the child wishes to receive sex education rather than being withdrawn, the school will arrange this.  Requests for withdrawal should be put in writing and addressed to the headteacher.  A copy of withdrawal requests will be placed in the student’s educational record.  The headteacher will discuss the request with parents and take appropriate action.  Alternative school work will be provided for students who are withdrawn from sex education lessons.


The curriculum:

We will offer students a variety of different learning experiences with reference to NSPCC “Love Life: resources for young people with learning disabilities.  11-25 yrs.” 

Parents/carers can view these resources on-line or can request access to these resources from the school.

We may at times also use other curriculum support resources, which we will make known to parents as appropriate.  We will need to adapt any resources as and when necessary to meet the specific needs of individual students to take into account their age, developmental stage, special needs and feelings.   If students ask questions outside the scope of this policy, teachers will respond in an appropriate manner so that students feel fully informed and don’t have to seek answers online or from other unreliable sources.


Delivery:

Our RSE curriculum will focus upon giving students the information they need to help them develop healthy, nurturing relationships of all kinds including:
· Families
· Respectful relationships, including friendships
· Online and media
· Being safe
· Intimate and sexual relationships, including sexual health

These areas of learning are taught within the context of family life, taking care to ensure that all families are equally respected (for example: single parent families, LGBT parents, families headed by grandparents, adoptive parents and foster parents).  We also will show sensitivity to the fact that some children may have a different structure of support around them (for example: looked-after children or young carers).  We will be mindful of the law and legal requirements, taking care not to condone or encourage family-based activities such as hate crimes, female genital mutilation, illegal use of drugs etc.

Inclusivity:

We will teach about these topics in a manner that:
· Considers how a diverse range of students will relate to them
· Is sensitive to all students’ experiences
· During lessons, makes students feel safe and supported and able to engage with the key messages

We will also:
· Make sure that students learn about these topics in an environment that is appropriate for them, for example in:
· Small groups or targeted lessons
· 1:1 discussions
· Digital formats
· Give careful consideration to the level of differentiation needed


Use of Resources and external organisations:

We will consider whether any resources we plan to use:
· Are aligned with the teaching requirements set out in the statutory SRE guidance and comply with other relevant legal advice and guidance (e.g. Equality Act, Human Rights Act etc).
· Would support students in applying their knowledge in different contexts and settings
· Are cognitively appropriate given the age, developmental stage and background of the pupil/s
· Are evidence-based and contain robust facts and statistics
· Fit into our curriculum plan and teaching approaches
· Are from credible sources
· Are sensitive to students’ experiences and will not provoke distress

Responsibilities and Training:

The proprietor has overall responsibility for approving the SRE policy and holding the headteacher responsible for its delivery.

The headteacher is responsible for ensuring that SRE is available to all students across the school and for managing any requests to withdraw students from components of the programme.

Coordinator: At least one member of the teaching team will have undertaken an accredited SRE training programme.  This member of staff will disseminate key messages to all other teachers who teach on the SRE programme.  S/he will also coordinate delivery of SRE lessons across the school and will quality assure teaching and learning.

All teachers are responsible for teaching SRE. Any teaching staff may undertake an SRE training programme, upon request.  However, staff do not have the right to ‘opt out’ of teaching SRE.  Staff who have concerns about teaching this programme are encouraged to discuss this with the headteacher.  

Professional bodies: Huntingdon House School is a member of the PSHE Association and regularly attends CPD events to ensure knowledge is current and validated.
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