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Huntingdon House School aims to offer educational opportunities to children and young people aged 10-16 years of age whose needs have not been sufficiently met by placement in a mainstream school or other special school provision.  Referrals are accepted from Local Authorities only. Prospective students will hold a Statement of Special Educational Needs (EHCP) or their needs will be in the process of formal assessment. Students referred to Huntingdon House will usually hold a Statement of Special Educational Needs (Education Health Care Plan) on the basis of Autism, Specific Learning Difficulties and/or Mental Health Difficulties, demonstrated through communication difficulties, learning difficulties, social and emotional difficulties. Sometimes the child will exhibit secondary difficulties or hold a diagnosis such as Attention Deficit Hyperactivity or Attachment Disorder. 
Huntingdon House School provides for students who are learning well below age-related expectations.  On entry to the school, admissions procedures will ensure that all students are working within the Primary School Curriculum at National Curriculum levels (usually significantly) below Level 5.  If a child referred to the school is working at levels higher than this, or is likely to do so within a short space of time, then the school will refer them to a more appropriate school provision.  
If, whilst attending Huntingdon House School and over time, a student makes exceptional progress and achieves levels of learning above Level 5 in most subjects of the curriculum, the school will arrange a managed move to a more appropriate placement elsewhere.  This placement will be arranged in consultation with the student’s referring local authority so that consideration can be given to suitability, accessibility and travel arrangements.   
When a student achieves Level 5 or above, but only in one or two subjects of the curriculum, Huntingdon House School will make additional timetable arrangements for teaching and learning to ensure that the child is appropriately challenged in these subjects.  This may involve bespoke tuition by a subject specialist, or timetabled arrangements to attend subject specialist clubs and training offered by alternative providers (e.g. music lessons at ‘Baby People’ in Derbyshire).  
In consequence, Huntingdon House school will provide a broad and balanced curriculum offer to all students not only at KS1 and KS2, but also opportunities to work at KS3 and KS4 in selected subjects as and when appropriate in line with each student’s specific knowledge and understanding.

The aim is to offer all young people a personalised learning programme tailored to his/her individual needs. Each student has their own Lead Teacher, who will offer pastoral care and support, track and support their learning across the curriculum, secure appropriate differentiation in lessons and help them to have a voice that is heard. However, most timetabled, taught lessons will be in small groups of 3- 5 with subject-focused teachers.  There are opportunities for students to mix in larger groups during social times, some lessons (including Educational visits and PSHE) and in cross-curricular practical workshops during project/theme days when activities are linked to several different subjects of the National Curriculum.   Provision will also be made for students to receive one-to-one teaching when appropriate to do so.  For example, a student with specific special needs distinctly different to their peers, a student temporarily experiencing emotional dysregulation or a student who is working at a much higher or lower level than their peers.

Huntingdon House operates an Admissions Process rather than an Entry Test. Selection is on the basis of the following criteria:

1. The child, family and supporting professionals wish the placement to happen and are aware of their importance in securing its success.

2. The Headteacher and staff (especially the dedicated Lead Teacher) believe that the school is likely to be able to meet the child’s learning and developmental needs with reference to the child’s EHCP targets and the current school context.

3. The placement of a child is unlikely to detract significantly from the nurturing ethos of the whole school.

To these ends the Admissions process is structured into the following stages:
1. Discussions with referring local authority staff (and where possible face-to-face meetings) to share knowledge of the child and their family context, their needs, abilities and interests and to provide opportunity for discussions around the child’s EHCP.

2. School staff (usually a dedicated Lead Teacher and a member of SLT) may visit the child in his/her home and/or current education provision to make an initial assessment of needs and to make an initial judgement about if and how Huntingdon House School can meet needs.  School will then provide the referring local authority with a report detailing any placement offer - or explaining why placement at Huntingdon House school may not be suitable.

If a placement is offered:

3. The child and parent(s)/carer(s) (possibly with supportive professionals) will make a preliminary visit to the school to meet with the headteacher and to view the school. They will then be asked to reflect on the visit and to contact the school if they would like to proceed.

4. On receipt of expressed interest from the parent/carer and child they will be invited to revisit the school and for the child to spend up to a day engaging in school-based activities.
 
5. After the above visit the headteacher and parents/carers will liaise to consider whether the child should be offered ‘a taster period’ at the school.

6. If a ‘taster’ is to be offered, the child will attend on a trial basis so that both school and student can familiarise themselves with each other. During this ‘taster’ period, emphasis will be given to baseline assessments and monitoring of learning styles and behaviours.  The length of the ‘taster’ depends on the student’s difficulties and when/how they manifest themselves. School staff will be looking to see if/how they can best meet need. This final stage takes on average about 3-4 weeks, with the student’s attendance timetable building slowly. (Exceptions might be in the case of school refusers or highly anxious youngsters who may need longer to adjust to school expectations.)

7. Once it is apparent that the child is keen to attend Huntingdon House, to make a substantial effort to maintain regular attendance and to make a positive contribution to the school community, s/he will be offered a permanent placement.  Although a permanent place may be offered at this point, it may take longer for this placement to become full-time.  This may be dependent upon the individual child’s abilities to sustain appropriate learning behaviours, their age and/or their learning abilities.

8. The parents/carers and student will be asked to sign a “Home/School Agreement” which outlines the school’s expectations and parent/carer/student commitments.



2

image1.png
HUNTINGDON
HOUSE SCHOOL




